
PUBLIC NOTICE FOR POSITIONS FILLED UNDER DIRECT HIRE AUTHORITY (DHA) FOR: 
Certain Competitive Service Positions covered by Section 9905 

 
Position Title: Civil Engineer (Hydrology) 
Series/Grade: GS-0810-12 
Organization: Channel Survey Function, Technical Support Branch, Operations 
Division, New Orleans District 
Duty Location: New Orleans, LA 
Appointment Type: Permanent, full-time 
 
Responsibilities:  As a Senior Civil Engineer, performs as a specialist in hydrographic 
surveying, with primary responsibility for the development, implementation and 
coordination of a modernized hydrographic surveying program for the New Orleans 
District. Responsible for evaluating all aspects of newly developed hydrographic survey 
data collection systems for the purpose of integrating state-of-the-art equipment into the 
hydrographic surveying program. Specifies, selects and supervises the installation of 
equipment in gathering field data for hydrographic surveys. Designs interfacing 
hardware to accomplish data transfer and system compatibility. Determines procedures 
for the operation, maintenance and calibration of system instrumentation and designs 
interfacing and equipment modifications to assure compatibility with other systems 
when required. Tailors new and existing equipment to meet existing and future needs. 
Develops automated systems ideas and provides solutions to address enterprise 
database issues related to dredging projects and navigation. Advises on new 
techniques and developments in the hydrographic surveying field and suggests areas 
where new developments may be applied. Provides technical advice and assistance to 
operating officials on capabilities and uses, and in selecting new field equipment. 
Projects and equipment under study include, but are not limited to, automated 
positioning, hydrographic data collection systems, and other developments in the field of 
hydrographic surveying. Responsible for researching, developing, and testing new 
programs and procedures to ensure all components work reliably, and improves where 
needed. Leads meetings and webinars, and trains co-workers on newly acquired or 
implemented software and data systems. Uses familiarity with integral parts of the 
software, combined with end users knowledge, to enhance the program and make 
suggestions that continue to benefit the overall navigation mission.   
 
Qualification Requirement:  

1. Basic Requirement for Professional Engineering Positions;  
And 
2. Specialized Experience required for the GS-12 level: 1 year of experience at 
the GS-11 or equivalent level performing:  
1.) Reviews of submitted hydrographic survey data from field personnel for accuracy 
in order to process and present to managers and other organization offices. 
2.) Understands and is capable of implementing the most recent technology in 
mapping, hydrographic surveying and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
related practices and products. 

https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/classification-qualifications/general-schedule-qualification-standards/0800/files/all-professional-engineering-positions-0800.pdf


3. Makes field reconnaissance of proposed survey areas to locate possible problems 
and develops means of avoiding or resolving them. Conduct field trips to inspect 
work in progress to ensure that operations are progressing satisfactorily. 
4. Developing and coordinating the planning, acquisition, editing and processing for 
multiple types of hydrographic and LiDAR surveys of federally authorized navigation 
channels and structures. 

 
Conditions of Employment: Must have a valid government issued driver’s license. 
 
How to Apply: For consideration, please express your interest, via email, along with a 
resume to Mr. Richard Entwisle, Channel Survey Function, Technical Support Branch, 
Operations Division at Richard.C.Entwisle@usace.army.mil by COB Wednesday, 113 
November 2019.  Please use the following verbiage in the subject line of your email 
message “Civil Engineer, GS-0810-12, Channel Survey Function”. 


